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FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kirkham 
Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1954. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  .  940 

Home  Population  .  6,430 


(At  the  1931  census  the  population  was  4,031, 
whilst  in  1949  the  civilian  population  was 
estimated  to  be  4,710.  The  home  population  in 


1953  was  6,482). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31-12-54  .  1,396 

Rateable  value  at  31-12-54  . £32,495 

Amount  produced  by  a  penny  rate  .  £134 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births. — 88  births  (43  males  and  45  females)  were  registered 
during  the  year.  The  birth  rate  of  18. 1  per  1,000  compared  with 
a  rate  of  15. 1  per  1,000  in  1953. 

Stillbirths. — There  were  no  stillbirths  during  the  year, 
making  a  stillbirth  rate  of  o  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
compared  with  a  rate  of  25  in  1953. 

Deaths. — 59  deaths  (27  males  and  32  females)  were  regis¬ 
tered  during  the  year.  The  death  rate  at  12.4  per  1,000  compared 
with  a  death  rate  of  12.5  per  1,000  in  1953. 
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Infantile  Mortality. — 4  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  occurred,  compared  with  none  in  1953.  The  ages,  sexes 


and  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

Cause  of  Death  Age  Sex 

Prematurity  .  10  minutes  Male 

Toxaemia  due  to  haemorrhagic  broncho 

pneumonia  .  3  weeks  Male 

Hydrocephalus — intracranial  haemorrhage 

Prematurity  .  3  weeks  Male 

Misadventure — asphyxia  .  3  months  Female 


The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  45  compared  with  a  rate  of 
o  per  1,000  in  1953. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2  years  of  age  ...  o 


Maternal  Mortality  .  o 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  all  ages  . 2 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  .  2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  .  7 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


The  table  below  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  Urban  District 
residents  in  1954: — 


Cause  of  Death  M. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  o 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  o 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ...  4 

Diabetes  .  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  2 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  4 

Other  heart  disease  . .  3 

Other  circulatory  disease  .  o 

Influenza  . 1 

Pneumonia  .  1 

Bronchitis  .  3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . o 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .  4 


Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  i  ...  o 

Suicide  .  2  ...  o 

All  other  accidents  .  o  ...  1 

27  ...  32 


1 

2 

1 

59 


The  table  below  shows  the  comparisons  between  birth  and 
death  rates  in  England  and  Wales  and  this  district  for  the  past 
five  years  : — 


England  and  Wales  Kirkham  Urban 

District 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Births 

Deaths 

1950 

15.8 

11.6 

21.08 

14.1 

1951 

15.5 

12.5 

14.9 

14.2 

1952 

15.3 

11.3 

18.1 

13.6 

1953 

15.5 

11.4 

15.1 

12.5 

1954 

15.2 

11.3 

18.1 

12.4 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Personnel  : — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

A.  DODD',  MM>.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.R.,  D.P.H  . 

Other  appointments  held  :  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Borough  of  Lytham  St.  Annes,  LIrban  Districts  of 
Poulton-le-Fylde  and  Preesall,  and  Fylde  Rural  District, 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Health  Division 
No.  3,  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

E.  RIDDIOUGH,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  A.M.I.SAN.E.,  L.I.O.B. 

Hospital  Facilities. — For  general  cases  the  main  hospitals 
used  are  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  of  the  Preston  and  Chorley 
Hospital  Management  Committee  and  the  Blackpool  Victoria, 
Wesham  Park  and  Lytham  St.  Annes  Hospitals  of  the  Black¬ 
pool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Infectious 
diseases  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Devonshire  Road  Hospital, 
Blackpool,  excepting  in  the  case  of  Tuberculosis  and  Smallpox. 
Main  provision  for  cases  of  Tuberculosis  is  at  Elswick  Sana¬ 
torium.  Accommodation  for  Smallpox  is  provided  by  the  Man¬ 
chester  Regional  Hospital  Board  at  the  Ainsworth  Smallpox 
Hospital,  near  Bury. 


Ambulance  Facilities. — The  Ambulance  Service  is  Adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  The  needs  of  the 
district  are  met  by  vehicles  from  the  Wesham  Ambulance  Station. 


Laboratory  Facilities.  —  Bacteriological  examinations  of 
specimens  are  carried  out  in  laboratories  at  Blackpool  Victoria 
Hospital  and  Preston  Royal  Infirmary.  The  latter  laboratory 
is  also  used  for  the  examination  of  water  and  milk  samples. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — General  nursing  cases 
and  confinements  are  attended  by  District  Nurses  and  Midwives 
of  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Venereal  Disease  Service.  —  Facilities  for  treatment  of 
Venereal  Disease  are  available  at  Blackpool  Victoria  Hospital  and 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

School  Medical  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics. — 
A  County  Council  Clinic  is  located  in  Mellor  Road  and  sessions 
held,  at  the  time  of  preparation  of  this  report,  are  as  follows  : — 

Monday  ...  a.m.  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 

Tuesday  ...  p.m.  Ante-Natal  (alternate  Tuesdays). 

Thursday  ...  a.m.  Immunisation  (third  Thursday  in  each 

month). 

a.m.  Minor  Ailments. 

a.m.  Vaccination  (third  Thursday  in  each 
month  ) . 

p.m.  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  diseases  other 
than  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  1954. 


CASES  NOTIFIED. 
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Smallpox  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Group  . 

Enteric  Fever  (inc.  Para¬ 
typhoid)  . 


16 


2  11  2  1 


16 


1 

2 


1  1 


Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  . . 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia . 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  1 .  1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica . 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


1  1 


Dysentery  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Malaria  contracted  abroad  . . 

Do.  In  this  country  . . 

Any  other  diseases  notifiable 
in  district;  e.g.,  Chickenpox 

Measles  and  German  Measles 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Any  other  disease  . 

Food  Poisoning  . 


10 

11 


1  4  3 

3  2  1 


1 

4 


Totals  .  44  5  6  6  17  3  2  3  2  0  0  1  16  0 
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The  big  decline  in  infectious  illness  noted  this  year  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  last  year’s  figure  was  swollen  by  a  considerable 
food  poisoning  outbreak  and  a  large  incidence  of  measles.  This 
year  the  number  of  measles  cases  has  been  low. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

A  tuberculosis  service  is  provided  in  its  various  aspects  by 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  Lancashire  County  Council  and 
District  Councils.  The  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  mainly  for 
treatment,  the  Council  Council  for  prevention,  care  and  after 
care,  and  the  Sanitary  Authority  also  for  prevention.  A  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Health  Visitor  is  provided  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  and  the  Hospital  and  Chest  Clinic  facilities  by  the  Black¬ 
pool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Management  Committee. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1954. 

—  New  Cases - Deaths  - 

Age  Periods  MFMFMFMF 


Q—  I 
I—  5 
5—IO 
IO—I5 
15—20 
20—25 
25—35 
35 — 45 
45—55 
55—65 

65  and  upwards 
Totals 


Non-  Non- 

Pulmon’y  Pulmon’y  Piilmon’y  Pulmon’y 


•  ♦  • 

I 

I 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  * 

I 

. . . 

I  I 

I 

2 

I  I 

3  0  2  0 


In  1953  there  were  3  new  cases  notified,  and  no  deaths  re¬ 
ported  from  the  disease. 


In  conclusion  I  thank  the  Members  of  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  and  Officers  of  the  Urban  District  Council  and  in  particular 
the  vSanitary  Inspector  and  Mr.  N.  Swift  for  courtesy  and  help. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  DOD'D,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kirkham 
Urban  District  Council 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  third  annual  report 
on  the  work  done  in  the  Public  Health  Department  during  1954. 

The  introduction  of  legislation  allowing  the  return  of  private 
slaughtering  and  the  demand  for  Improvement  Grants  under  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  formed  two  new  branches 
in  the  work  required  to  be  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

It  is  still  pointed  out  that  very  little  routine  work  is  being 
done  as  it  is  necessary  to  deal  with  many  outstanding  matters.  A 
good  deal  of  time  has  been  spent  on  survey  work,  public  lighting 
and  new  housing.  Some  type  of  assistance  is  required  in  the 
department  either  by  the  appointment  of  a  qualified  Additional 
Inspector  or  at  the  least  a  Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector.  It  is  most 
essential  that  routine  visits  should  be  made  to  factories,  schools, 
food  premises,  etc.,  in  order  to  keep  all  premises  up  to  date.  At 
present  even  the  smallest  matters  like  complaints  of  broken  door 
locks  and  windows  in  Council  houses  have  to  be  seen  and  dealt 
with  by  myself.  An  assistant  could  deal  with  such  matters,  leaving 
myself  more  time  to  deal  with  more  important  work. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  closets,  ashpits,  dustbins, 


etc.  : — 

Water  Closets  .  1,510 

Waste  Water  Closets  .  3 

Pail  Closets  .  1 

Privy  Closets  .  o 

Privy  Ashpits  . o 

Dry  Ashpits  .  o 

Dustbins  .  1,565 

Cesspools.  . o 

Septic  Tanks  . , .  15 

Houses  not  connected  direct  to  sewer  .  33 

Houses  on  Water  Carriage  System  .  1,395 

Percentage  of  Closets  on  Water  Carriage  System  99.93 

Percentage  of  Houses  connected  to  General 

Sewage  System  . 97*64 


Eight  Trough  Closets  were  converted  to  W.C.’s. 

Sewers  and  Sewerage  System. — The  sewerage,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  that  from  Wesham,  runs  to  tanks  at  Newton  and  then 
into  the  River  Ribble.  The  sewerage  disposal  works  consist  of 
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two  detritus  tanks,  six  settling  tanks  and  14  sludge  beds.  These 
tanks  were  constructed  in  1941. 


An  additional  length  of  sewer  was  laid  during  the  year  in 
Bryning  Fern  Lane.  Two  new  and  two  existing  houses  were  con¬ 
nected  into  it.  There  were  three  failures  to  existing  sewers  in 
Church  Street,  Freckleton  Street  and  Moor  Street.  AH  were 
quickly  dealt  with  and  caused  no  serious  trouble. 


Rivers  and  Streams. — One  main  stream — Wrongway  Brook 
—  runs  through  the  district,  entering  froqi  the  Fylde  Rural 
District  in  a  culvert  under  the  railway  and  discharging  into  Carr 
Brook  and  finally  to  Dow  Brook.  This  stream  forms  a  portion  of 
the  Urban  District  boundary  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  town  and 
provides  most  of  the  natural  drainage  for  the  district. 


A  second  stream  commencing  at  the  Bye-Pass  end  of  Orders 
Lane  runs  down  Orders  Lane  under  Poulton  Street  and  Mill 
Street  in  a  brick  culvert  and  discharges  into  Carr  Brook  at  the 
noth-easterly  corner  of  the  Flax  Mill  land. 

Water  Supply.  —  Water  is  supplied  by  the  Fylde  Water 
Board  and  is  derived  from  upland  surface  sources  at  Grizedale 
and  Higher  Hodder,  The  water  supply  is  of  good  quality  and  is 
adequate  in  quantity.  All  houses  have  available  supplies  from  this 
source  and  all  have  piped  supplies  within  the  house,  none  being 
supplied  by  stand  pipes.  The  mains  were  extended  to  take  in  43 
new  houses  on  Freckleton  Street  Housing  Estate.  No  complaints 
were  received  concerning  the  water  supply. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Summary  of  Complaints  Received. — 309  complaints  were 
received  during  the  year,  of  which  many  were  from  Council 
houses  for  repairs  requiring  attention.  765  visits  were  made  to 
premises  in  connection  with  this  work.  325  nuisances  were  dis¬ 
covered,  of  which  295  were  abated,  leaving  51  to  carry  forward  to 
1 955  -  65  informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year,  whilst  the 
number  of  statutory  notices  served  after  reports  being  made  to  the 
Committee  was  15.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  two  cases, 
in  one  of  which  a  fine  was  imposed,  the  other  being  dismissed. 
Costs  were  awarded  to  the  Council  in  both  cases.  In  the  main 
most  complaints  were  dealt  with  after  consultation  with  the  land¬ 
lord  concerned.  In  spite  of  the  high  cost  of  maintenance  and 
low  rentals,  property  is  reasonably  well  maintained.  In  most  cases 
the  tenants  are  reasonable  and  do  most  internal  repairs  themselves. 


Advantage  is  being  taken  to  improve  old  property  under  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act.  The  number  of  defects  found 
and  remedied  were  as  follows  : — 


Private  Council 

Defect  Properties  Properties 

“Siesta”  Firebars  renewed  .  —  90 

“Siesta”  ashpans  renewed  .  —  1 

“Siesta”  mica  renewed  .  —  4 

“Siesta”  bricks  reset  .  —  1 

“Siesta”  bar  frames  renewed  .  —  1 

“Siesta”  bricks  renewed  .  —  7 

“Siesta”  rocking  bar  and  handle  renewed  ...  —  1 

“Sofono”  bricks  renewed  .  —  48 

“Sofono”  grates  renewed  .  —  14 

“Sofono”  ashpans  renewed  .  —  2 

“Eagle  Sutton”  grates  renewed  .  —  7 

“Eagle  Sutton”  bricks  renewed  .  —  3 

“Claco”  grate  renewed  .  —  1 

“Claco”  ashpan  handle  renewed  .  —  1 

Fixture  slab  renewed  .  —  1 

Back  boiler  and  circulation  pipes  renewed  ...  —  1 

Chimney  pot  renewed  .  —  1 

Chimney  pot  scraped  .  —  1 

Colt  cowl  fitted  to  chimney  pot  .  —  1 

Smoky  chimney  cured  .  —  1 

Set  of  gas  fire  radiants  renewed  .  —  2 

New  grill  frets  fixed  .  —  2i 

Coke  grate  gas  point  refixed  .  —  1 

Gas  poker  point  renewed  .  —  1 

New  hearth  fitted  .  —  1 

Connect  and  make  safe  gas  poker  point  .  —  1 

Gas  boiler  interiors  repaired  or  renewed  .  —  5 

Gas  leaks  located  and  repaired  .  —  10 

Gas  boilers  refixed  .  —  3 

Gas  brackets  removed  .  —  1 

Fixtures  reset  .  —  4 

gepair  or  renew  gas  boiler  .  —  1 

amper  frame  made  secure  and  built  in  .  —  1 

New  gas  boilers  supplied  .  —  2 

Electric  plugs  repaired  or  renewed  .  —  15 

Electric  switches  repaired  or  renewed  .  —  21 

Lighting  fault  located  and  repaired  .  —  1 

Flex  and  lampholder  renewed  .  —  1 

Broken  lampholder  repaired  .  —  1 

Short  located  and  repaired  .  —  1 

Faulty  electric  wiring  repaired  .  —  1 

Cooker  grill  repaired  or  renewed  .  —  1 

W.C.  ball  taps  repaired  or  renewed  .  —  24 

Lavatory  basin  waste  pipe  repaired  or  renewed  —  1 

Soil  vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  —  3 

Rain  water  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  —  12 

Copper  roses  fitted  to  vent  pipes  .  —  14 

Broken  sink  waste  pipes  repaired  .  —  11 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  .  —  3 

Underground  burst  repaired  .  —  1 

W.C.  rag  joint  repaired  .  —  1 

Leaking  sink  waste  pipes  repaired  .  —  2 

Frozen  pipes  thawed-  out  . .  —  4 
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Private  Council 

Defect  Properties  Properties 

Lavatory  basins  refixed  .  —  2 

Bursts  repaired  .  2  17 

Soil  pipe  joint  repaired  .  —  1 

W.C.  cistern  levers  repaired  or  renewed  .  —  4 

Blocked  w.c.  cleared  .  —  1 

New  shoe  fitted  to  sink  waste  pipe  .  —  1 

Lavatory  basins  renewed  .  —  2 

Hot  water  taps  repaired  .  —  3 

Overflow  repaired  .  —  1 

Drains  relaid  .  —  2 

Plugs  and  chains  renewed  .  —  3 

W.C.  seats  renewed  .  —  5 

Flush  pipe  joints  repaired  .  —  2 

Drain  excavated  and  repaired  .  —  1 

W.C.  pedestals  renewed  .  —  2 

Sink  waste  trap  repaired  .  —  1 

Sink  waste  pipes  unstopped  .  —  3 

Taps  supplied  and  fixed  .  —  2 

Drainage  to  site  concrete  .  —  2 

Walls  pointed  . .  —  5 

Roofs  repaired  . .  3  27 

Air  bricks  supplied  and  fitted  . .  —  2 

Wall  cement  rendered  .  —  1 

Walls  replastered  .  —  9 

Roof  tiles  repaired  .  —  1 

Brickwork  repaired  .  —  2 

Gutters  repaired  . 1  9 

Gully  dish  raised  . . .  —  1 

Ridge  and  hip  tiles  repointed  .  —  5 

Eaves  gutters  cleansed  .  1  2 

Roof  tiles  refixed  .  —  2 

Window  frames  repaired  .  —  3 

Windows  made  to  open  . —  14 

Window  hinges  repaired  or  renewed  .  —  5 

Broken  window  fasteners  repaired  or  renewed  .  —  8 

Window  cills  renewed  .  —  4 

Window's  rehung  .  —  6 

Doors  eased  .  —  1 

Door  handles  and  catches  repaired  or  renewed  —  17 

Thresholds  fitted  .  —  4 

Door  locks  repaired  or  renewed  .  —  7 

Door  casing  repaired  .  —  2 

Doors  rehung  .  —  8 

Weather  boards  fitted  .  —  2 

Door  latches  renewed  .  —  4 

Drawers  made  to  fit  .  —  1 

Trap  cut  out  in  floor  .  —  1 

Roffite  boards  made  secure  .  —  1 

Floors  repaired  .  —  5 

Drainers  renewed  .  —  2 

Handrails  refixed  .  —  3 

New  dustbins  supplied  .  44  12 

Handles  fitted  to  bins  .  10  — 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired  .  1  — 

Chimney  stack  pointed  and  repaired  .  1  — 

New  w.c.  cistern  fitted  .  1  — 

W.C.  seat  repaired  .  1  — 

Roof  recovered  . 1  — 
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DISINFESTATIONS 

Seven  houses  were  disinfested  for  fleas  and  bugs.  Three  of 
the  houses  were  Council  houses.  Free  issues  of  insect  powder 
are  available  to  the  public. 

DISINFECTION  AND  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Nineteen  houses  were  visited  for  investigation  in  connection 
with  infectious  diseases  and  instructions  were  given  and  disinfec¬ 
tant  supplied  to  the  householders  for  disinfecting  their  premises. 
There  was  no  other  demand  for  disinfection  of  premises.  Library 
books  were  collected  from  houses  where  infections  diseases 
occurred  and  were  disinfected  before  return  to  the  Library. 

SCHOOLS 

The  schools  were  inspected  on  occasion  and  were  satisfactory 
apart  from  minor  repairs.  All  are  supplied  with  water  by  the 
Fylde  Water  Board  and  all  have  water  closets  connected  to  the 
sewer.  One  school  had  an  old  type  trough  closet  which  was  con¬ 
verted  during  the  year.  The  Council  agreed  with  the  County 
Education  Committee  that  I  should  act  as  Technical  Officer  for 
the  Committee  for  schools  in  the  district.  This  is  a  good  scheme, 
as  it  enables  small  matters  to  be  dealt  with  at  once  without  having 
some  other  person  responsible. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES,  ETC. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses,  offensive  trades,  tents 
or  sheds  within  the  district.  There  is  one  caravan  which  has  been 
there  for  many  years.  At  the  end  of  the  year  this  was  not  in  use. 

OTHER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS 

An  elderly  lady  died  and  as  the  Council  were  satisfied  there 
were  no  dependants  to  dispose  of  the  body  she  had  to  be  buried 
at  public  expense  in  Kirkham  Churchyard.  This  was  dealt  with 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

A  main  dyke  which  drained  the  gardens  of  several  houses  had, 
over  a  period  of  years,  become  silted  up  and  had  caused  flooding. 
This  was  cleared  and  recut  and  a  new  land  drain  laid  to  the  dyke, 
thus  curing  the  trouble.  A  portion  of  the  cost  of  the  work  was 
recoverable. 

No  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  were  received.  There  are 
seven  factory  chimneys  in  the  town. 
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HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND 

DISPOSAL 

The  Council  carried  out  all  refuse  collection  and  disposal.  A 
7  cubic  yard  Bedford  Refuse  Lorry  was  engaged  regularly  on  the 
work  and  salvage  was  coliected  by  the  Tractor.  Collections  were 
on  the  average  every  10  days.  The  tractor  continued  to  prove  its 
worth  and  has  proved  a  most  economical  piece  of  equipment.  The 
Bedford  lorry  is  working  to  capacity  but  is  insufficient  for  the  work 
which  is  increasing  all  the  time  due  to  new  houses  being  built. 
Accordingly  the  Council  did  consider  several  types  of  larger  and 
more  efficient  vehicles,  but  had  made  no  decision  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Disposal  has  been  carried  out  at  Carr  Lane  Tip.  Due  to  the 
very  wet  summer  and  the  sub-soil  being  peat-moss  it  proved  im¬ 
possible  to  remove  any  surface  soil  from  the  ground  to  be  tipped  on 
as  once  the  top  fibrous  soil  was  removed  the  tractor  and  trailer  sank 
into  the  wet  peat-moss.  The  tip  was  therefore  short  of  cover, 
but  many  loads  of  soil  were  obtained  from  Contractors  wishing  to 
dispose  of  same  and  these  proved  a  great  help  in  forming  top  cover. 
A  portion  of  the  reclaimed  tip  was  ploughed  and  harrowed  and 
has  been  let  to  a  farmer. 

The  collection  of  salvage  was  maintained  and  the  bonus  scheme 
for  the  men  continued.  The  total  income  during  the  year  was 
,£1,326,  being  ,£910  from  the  sale  of  salvage  and  ^416  from  the 
R.A.F.  for  an  extra  weekly  collection.  The  tonnage  salvaged  was 
as  follows  : — 


Tons  Cwts  Qtrs  Lbs 


Waste  paper  (all  grades)  .  74  13  2  o 

Rags  .  12  7  3  17 

Food  tins  .  14  8  1  o 

Cast  iron  and  Scrap  .  12  1  o  o 

Mixed  metals  .  —  3  2  6 


1 13  14  o  23 


The  waste  paper  was  despatched  to  Thames  Board  Mills 

Ltd . 


The  total  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  was  ^2,742, 
equal  to  a  1  /8J  rate. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION 

Visits  were  made  to  premises  where  foodstuffs  are  handled  or 
sold.  No  notices  were  served  but  the  following  items  were  recti¬ 
fied  after  verbal  notice  being  given  : — 


To  provide  geysers  .  2 

To  provide  soap  and  towels  . . .  2 

To  repaint  food  premises  . . .  2 

To  repair  wall  surfaces  . .  1 


A  dairy  commenced  the  bottling  of  orange  juice.  This  was 
carried  out  in  a  separate  portion  of  the  building  and  the  premises 
were  brought  up  to  a  modern  standard  before  use. 

The  following  items  of  food  were  inspected,  found  unfit  and 
surrendered  by  shopkeepers  for  destruction : — 

1  tin  Pork  Luncheon  Meat  2  tins  Salmon 

3  tins  Shrimps  1  tin  Minced  Beef 

2  tins  Corned  Beef  1  tin  Minced  Meat  Loaf 

3  tins  Tongue  2  tins  Peaches 

1  tin  Pears  2  tins  Corned  Beef 

1  tin  Peas  2  tins  Stewed  Steak 

1  tin  Corned  Mutton 

Also  the  following  fresh  foods : — 

9lb  Carrots 


One  slaughterhouse  is  now  in  operation  in  the  district.  All 
meat  is  inspected  and  the  premises  are  satisfactory.  Carcases 
inspected  and  condemned  were  as  follows : — 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves  Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

excluding 

cows 

.  129 

13 

4 

and 

Lambs 

672 

42 

Number  inspected  . 

.  129 

13 

4 

672 

42 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis — 
Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 

. . . .  40 

2 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuberculosis 

...30.25 

15.4 

4.8 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 

8 

3 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  . 

.  6.41 

23.0 

Number  of  carcases  found  to  be  affected  with  cysticercus  bovis 
1 ,  The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  973lbs. 
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Milk  Supply  and  Distribution. — There  is  one  large  dairy 
and  pasteurising  plant  in  the  town  supplying  milk  to  the  surround¬ 
ing  districts.  The  supervision  of  this  plant  is  done  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council.  The  number  of  registered  dealers  is 
as  follows  : — 

Licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  .  io 

Licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk, 

Farm  Bottled  •••  7 

Licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk, 

Pasteurised  8 


Licensed  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk  .  o 

Licensed  to  sell  Accredited  Milk  .  1 


The  last  of  the  raw  milk  dealers  went  over  to  designated  milk, 
thus  bringing  the  whole  of  the  district  supply  onto  designated 
milks.  No  complaints  were  received  in  regard  to  the  milk  supply. 


Ice  Cream. — Two  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  ice  cream.  These  have  been  inspected  and  always  found 
to  be  well  run  and  maintained.  Twenty-three  dealers  are  regis¬ 
tered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream.  No  complaints  were 
received  in  regard  to  ice  cream.  The  general  standard  of  vehicles 
and  equipment  is  high. 

Made-up  Foods,  Potted  Meats,  etc. — Three  premises  are 
registered  to  manufacture  made-up  meat  products.  Some  im¬ 
provement  has  been  made  to  these  premises.  A  good  standard 
of  cleanliness  was  maintained. 


Food  Sampling  by  the  County  Council. — Forty-one  samples 
were  taken  by  County  Inspectors  during  the  year,  comprising : — 


28  Milk 
1  Bread 
1  Meat  Pies 

1  Olive  Oil 

2  Orange  Drink 

1  Barley  Sugar  Sweet 


1  Butterscotch  Pieces 

1  Easter  Egg 

2  Fruit,  Canned 
2  Zinc  Ointment 

1  Cough  Medicine 


All  the  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be 
genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following : — 


Sample. 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Action  taken. 

I  orange  drink. 

Labelled 

“  Orange 

Packers  interviewed. 

Drink.” 

Should  be 

labelled 

“  Whole 

Orange 

Use,” 

Ready  for 
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I  orange  drink.  Labelled  “  Orange  Packers  interviewed. 

Drink.”  Should  be 
labelled  "  Whole 
Orange  Ready  for 
Use.” 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES 

Thirty-five  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  Shops 
Acts. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

(1)  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 
INCLUDING  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  with  Mechanical  power  ... 

16 

0 

— 

Factories  without  Mechanical  power 

— 

— 

— 

Other  premises  under  the  Act  (in¬ 
cluding  Building  and  Engineering 
construction,  but  not  including 
outworkers'  premises)  . 

Total  . 

16 

0 

0 

DEFECTS  FOUND. 


PARTICULARS. 

Number  of  Defects 

Found  Remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Number  of 
Defects  in 
respect 
of  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
Instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  . 
Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7): — 

Insufficient  . 

— 

— 

• - 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  . 

— 

■ - 

— 

— 

Other  Offences  . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Total  . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

RAG-FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS 

ACT,  1951 

Two  premises  are  registered  under  the  above  Act.  Four 
inspections  were  made  to  them  during  the  year.  No  samples 
were  taken. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Sixteen  complaints  of  rodent  infestations  were  received. 
These  were  investigated  and  treated  by  the  Rodent  Operator. 
This  man  has  had  Ministry  training  in  modern  methods  and  has 
had  much  success.  The  standard  Ministry  methods  are  used.  The 
sewers  were  treated  twice  and  20  takes  again  recorded.  The 
amount  of  sewer  infestation  appears  to  be  small. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS 

Sixteen  premises  are  licensed  to  store  petroleum.  In  every 
case  the  petroleum  is  stored  in  underground  tanks.  The  total 
storage  capacity  is  20,580  gallons.  No  notices  were  served  under 


these  Acts. 

HOUSING 

Number  of  houses  on  Rate  Books  .  1,396 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year : — 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  nil 

(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  6 


Housing  Conditions.  —  The  houses  generally  are  small  to 
medium  sized  houses  of  both  parlour  and  non-parlour  type.  Al¬ 
though  there  is  a  large  percentage  of  old  property,  the  internal 
condition  of  the  houses  is  good.  Many  old  houses  of  poor  external 
appearance  are  well  kept,  and  in  the  main  tenants  show  great  pride 
in  their  houses. 

There  are  still  some  150  applicants  for  Council  houses, 
approx’mately  two-thirds  being  tenants  and  one-third  lodgers.  Of 
these,  some  50  reside  outside  the  area. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  type  of  applicants  for  Council  houses 
have  changed.  Last  year  the  proportion  of  lodgers  to  tenants 
was  50/50.  This  year  the  approximate  proportions  are  66§% 
tenants  to  33^%  lodgers.  This  shows  that  the  housing  provided 
is  gradually  reducing  the  demand.  By  the  time  the  41  houses  now 
being  constructed  are  completed  the  whole  position  should  be 
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much  improved,  and  most  people  not  living  in  homes  of  their  own 
should  be  accommodated.  A  start  could  then  be  made  to  re-house 
some  of  the  tenants  of  unfit  properties. 

The  Council  have  continued  to  give  every  opportunity  to 
prospective  buyers  by  operating  the  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition 
Acts,  and  have  agreed  to  make  Improvement  Grants  where  suit¬ 
able. 


There  is  one  known  case  of  legal  overcrowding,  which  should 
soon  be  dealt  with,  but  there  are  some  difficult  cases  where  sleep¬ 
ing  accommodation  is  overcrowded.  This  is  being  taken  into 
consideration  when  applicants  are  considered  for  new  houses. 

A  house  and  shop  was  demolished  during  the  year. 

STAFF 

Thanks  are  hereby  expressed  to  the  efficient  service  rendered 
by  Mr.  N.  Swift,  the  Clerk  in  the  Department,  and  for  the 
excellent  and  willing  co-operation  from  other  members  of  the 
staff  and  workmen. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  RIDDIOUGH. 


• 

. 

- 


. 

